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Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing 

Clothing  Connected  with 

Lincoln 
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Lincoln  Bought  This  Dress 

Hoosier  Exhibits  Garment  Obtained  After  Meet- 
ing of  Former  President  on  Train 

PERU.  Ind..  August  8  (Spl.)— Abraham  Lincoln's  silver  dollar  bought 
a  dress  for  Joseph  L.  Keim,  native  of  Miami  county. 

There's  not  much  to  the  dress— brown  cashmere  with  a  row  of 

tiny  blue  buttons  _     

up  the  back— but 
in  the  words  of 
Mr.  Keim,  Joseph 
Lincoln  Keim,  the 
little  garment  is 
"more  proof  that 
the  affairs  of 
state  never  be- 
came too  engross- 
ing for  the  great 
Lincoln  to  take  a 
personal  interest 
in  the  people  of 
his  country." 

The  purchase 
took  place  about 
seventy  -  seven 
years  ago.  when 
the  North  and 
South  were  locked 
in  deadly  strug- 
gle. 

Mr.  Keim's  par- 
ents, Samuel  and 
Mary  Keim,  had 
pioneered  west- 
ward from  their 
native  Pennsyl- 
vania and  had 
settled  in  a  pros- 
perous farming 
community  about 
five  miles  south  of 
Peru.  There  he 
was  born,  the  last 
of  twelve  children. 
When  Mr.  Keim 
was  sixteen 
months  of  age, 
the  parents  de- 
cided to  return  to 
Pennsylvania  for 
a  visit  with  rela- 
tives and  friends. 
The  tot  went 
along. 

tives  and  friends 
along. 

It  was  not  a  very  pleasant  jour- 
ney, but  the  weary  train  passengers 
were  amused  by  the  husky  Miami 
county  baby  as  he  played  in  the 
aisle. 

Abe  Lincoln  also  enjoyed  young 
Keim's  antics.  With  his  staff,  he 
had  boarded  the  train  east  of  Peru 
en  route  to  the  capital.  Lincoln 
played  with  the  baby  and  found  out 
from  the  mother  that  he  was  a 
fellow-Hoosier.  Then  he  asked  the 
tot's  name. 

"Joe."  piped  young  Keim.  making 
his  only  known  conversation. 

Lincoln,  it  was  related,  slapped 
tail  knee  in  high  pleasure  and  told 
the  mother  that  if  she  would  add 
Lincoln  to  the  baby's  name,  he,  the 
President,  would  give  her  a  $1  with| 
vhich  to  buy  the  boy  a  dress.  The 
ilver   dollar   changed  hands. 
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The  tot  went 


— Mason  Photo.  Evansville. 

When  the  train  reached  Phila- 
delphia, Mrs.  Keim  took  the  $1  and 
bought  the  cashmere  for  the  dress. 
She  also  bought  the  hand-painted 
buttons  and  a  trim  of  black  braid. 
The  little  dress  was  made  at  Du- 
cannon,  Cumberland  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, where  the  Keims  lived  be- 
fore coming  to  Indiana. 

The  seventy-nine-year-old  Keim, 
shown  here  exhibiting  the  dress 
disclosed  that  several  museums  and 
historical  societies,  bent  on  enlarg- 
ing Lincoln  collections,  hav-^  made 
offers  for  the  garment.  However, 
he  says  he»  intends  to  keep  it  in 
the  family.  It  is  now  in  possession 
of  a  granddaughter,  Miss  Betty 
Scheips,  Evansville. 

Mr.  Keim.  who  retired  in  19: 
after  serving  in  the  Peru  Hig 
School  thirty-four  years,  now  live 
With  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Pai 
Scheipe,  also  of  Evansville. 


COAT  WON  BY  BET  ON  LINCOLN  ELECTION 


Overcoat  Won  in  Lincoln  Vote 

Campaign  Belongs  to  Iowan 


Frank  D.  Arnold  Dons 
Old  Garment  Once 
Each  Year 


By  Genevieve  S.  Savage 

(Special  Corresponde nt  of  The  Journal.) 

HUMBOLDT,  IA.— An  overcoat 
which  was  won  in  a.  cam- 
paign Vf  wh,fn  |  Lincoln. .was 
elected  president  is  an  heirloom  in 
the  home  of  Frank  Dewey  Arnold 
here,  and  Thursday  emerged  from 
the  mothballs  to  be.  worn  hy  Mr. 
Arnold  as  he  saunters  down  the 
business  streets  here,  as  is  his  an- 
nual custom. 

Arnold  became  owner  of  the  coat 
on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  John 
Dewey  Arnold,  who  won  the  coat  on 
a  bet  that  the  great  emancipator 
would  win  the  election,  more  than 
70  years  ago.  His  uncle  was  three 
times  mayor  of  Peoria,  111.,  and  aj 
physician  there.  Later  he  was  elect- 
ed to  the  Illinois  legislature  and  be- 
came consul  at  St.  Petersburg-,  Rus- 
sia, under  the  Lincoln  administra- 
;  tion.  He  was  a  personal  friend  of 
I  the  president. 

Arnold's  father.  Hiram  Arnold, 
!  native  of  New  York,  located  here  in 
1871.  Seven  years  later  he  moved  to 
!  a  farm  north  of  town.  Through  his 
influence,  a  small  town  was  started 
six  miles  north  of  Humboldt,  which 
was  named  Arnold,  honoring-  the 
Arnold  family.  Mr.  Arnold  served  as 
postmaster  at  Arnold,  his  father  be- 
ing the  deputy.  The  Arnolds  have 
always  been  stanch  republicans,  and 
are  directly  related  to  Admiral 
George  Dewey,  of  Manila  fame. 

Mr.  Arnold  here  is  an  inventor, 
and  has  received  several  patents  on 
an  amplifier  which  may  be  used  on 
phonographs,  radios,  or  in  talking 
pictures. 


Frank  D.  Arnold 


SJOtrX  PITY  IOWA  JOTTRN 4  1 
rHUKSDAY,  FEBRUARY  12,  1931. 


WON  OVERCOAT  BETTING 
LINCOLN  WOULD  WIN 

HUMBOLDT,  la.,  Feb.  1.3— In 
I860  John  Dewey  Arnold  won  an 
overcoat  by  betting  on  the  election 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  president 
Thursday  hi,  nephew,  Frank 
Dewey  Arnold,  following  a  custom 
of  many  years,  got  out  that  over- 
coat and  wore  it  in  observation  of 
Lincoln's  birthday. 

The  elder  Arnold  was  mayor  of 
Peoria,  when  he  won  the  coat  He 
later  was  appointed  consul  at  St 
Petersburg,  Russia,  by  Lincoln 


Courier-Journal  Photos. 

SOUVENIRS  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  funeral  were  given  to 
the  Filson  Club  by  relatives  of  A.  J.  Ballard,  left,  one  of 
54  Kentucky  delegates  to  the  funeral  in  Springfield,  111. 
They  include  black  gloves,  black  boutonniere  with  stream- 
ers, and  Springfield  newspaper  with  funeral. 

Louisville  Has  Two  Ways 
To  Remember  Lincoln  Today 


On  his  139th  birthday  anniver- 
sary today,  Louisville  has  two 
ways  to  remember  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Lights  are  needed  for  his 
statue  which  stands  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Louisville  Free 
Public  Library.  Mementos  of 
his  tragic  death  are  on  display 
at  the  Filson  Club. 

The  14-foot  statue,  so  imposing 
by  daylight,  is  invisible  at  night. 
Miss  Margaret  Willis,  head  of  the 
Library's  circulation  department, 
hopes  some  civic-minded  group 
will  see  that  light  is  shed  on  the 
statue,  which  was  unveiled  Oc- 
tober 26,  1922,  as  the  gift  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Bernheim. 

Each  year  a  Boy  Scout  troop 
places  a  wreath  on  the  statue, 
which  has  weathered  flood  and 
snow. 

The  Main  Library  will  be  open 
during  its  regular  hours  today, 
but  branch  libraries  will  be 
closed. 

Eighty-thr-ee  years  after  the 
death  of  President  Lincoln,  a 
pair  of  black  gloves,  a  bouton- 
niere with  black  streamers,  and  a 
note  penned  on  ruled  paper  may 
be  seen  at  the  Filson  Club. 

The  gloves  and  the  boutonniere 
were  worn  by  A.  J.  Ballard  of 
Louisville  when  he  attended 
Lincoln's  funeral  in  Springfield, 
111.,  May  4,  1865. 

The  mementos  were  given  to 
the  Filson  Club  by  the  late  R.  C. 
Ballard  Thruston,  son  of  A.  J. 
Ballard. 

Also  in  the  Filson  Club's  col- 
lection is  a  copy  of  The  Daily 
Illinois  State  Journal,  dated  May 
5,  1865,  which  describes  the 
"funeral  obsequies."  It  reported 
.that    75.000    "old    and  young" 


viewed  Lincoln's  remains,  and 
that  "We  have  never  seen  a  better 
or  more  elegant  hearse  in  all  its 
appointments." 

On  Bardstown  Road  at  Gardi- 
ner Lane  a  house  where  Lincoln 
once  spent  several  months  stands 
vacant.  It  is  Farmington,  built 
by  Judge  John  Speed  in  1810. 
One  of  his  sons,  James  Speed, 
was  Attorney  General  under 
Lincoln,  and  another  son,  Joshua, 
shared  a  room  with  the  Great 
Emancipator  in  Suringfield. 

All  Louisville  banks  will  be 
closed  today  in  observance  of 
Lincoln's  birthday,  as  will  most 
City  and  County  offices,  except 
the  tax  receiver's  office  in  the 
City  Hall.  Federal  offices  will  be 
open  and  mail  deliveries  are 
scheduled  as  usual. 

Retail  stores  also  will  remain 
open.  Governor  Earle  C.  Clements 
announced  that  State  offices  in 
Frankfort  will  be  closed. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,    FEBRUARY    12,  1948. 
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